Editor’s Note
Have you ever wondered whether a chair that you are just about to sit on will fall apart leaving you unceremoniously on the ground? Or whether the toaster that you have just placed a slice of bread in will explode? I am sure that your answer would be, of course not. We rarely ever wonder about the safety or reliability of the objects that we use every day. We assume happily that they will perform the tasks for which they have been manufactured without any problems or mishaps. 
But on what basis are we making this assumption? How do we know for certain that the products and services that we use during the course of our daily lives are delivering what their providers claim that they do? The truth is that we do not know. We trust that the manufacturers or service providers have done all that is necessary to give us a safe and reliable product or service. This kind of blind trust is ill-advised. We should be making sure ourselves that the items we use every day and the services such as that of healthcare on which we must depend for our well-being, are safe and of good quality. The best way in which we can do this as consumers is to check that they have met particular standards. 
This is the context in which this year’s international theme for World Standards Day becomes so crucial, ‘Standards and the Citizen—Contributing to Society’. What this theme encapsulates is that standards are all our responsibility and not just that of standards bureaux or those involved in industry and trade. Therefore, to bring the theme even closer to home, we have amended it to ‘Saint Lucians and Standards—Paving the way to a safer, healthier and more productive society’. This issue of Setting Standards aims to demystify the seemingly complex world of standards and to show how the fabric of our daily lives is held together by standards. Almost every article explains and hopefully clarifies how standards affect nearly all aspects of our lives. The relevance of the work of each SLBS department to our daily life is discussed and the guest article by the Department of Consumer Affairs shows why we, as citizens and consumers, must begin to participate in how these standards are derived and safeguarded. 
We hope that this issue serves as a citizen’s guide to finally understanding standards and their utmost relevance to the normal functioning of a modern twenty-first century society. In fact, we need not go as wide as the society once we begin to appreciate the relevance of standards to the centre of our daily lives—our homes. So we would like you to read this edition of Setting Standards in the haven of your home and begin the journey toward truly understanding  some of the building blocks that make your home habitable at all—standards.      
